
The Guardianship Project
Liberty for All

The Guardianship Project was 
ofýcially awarded to Missouri Protection 
and Advocacy Services June 1, 2008.  The 
Guardianship Project will provide services 
that help people with developmental 
disabilities modify their guardianship status 
and increase their independence.  

Missouri People First and the UMKC-
Institute on Human Development (IHD) 
are also part of the Project.  These three 
agencies are looking for individuals who 
would like to participate in the Project. 

The Guardianship Project is the result 
of research done by Missouriôs Planning 
Council for Developmental Disabilities 
(MPCDD).  

ñThe Project was developed from 
grassroots input when individuals with 
disabilities, family members, and others 
identiýed guardianship as an issue many 
needed help with,ò says Delores Sparks, the 
MPCDD coordinator. 

Roger Crome, President of Missouri 
People First, thinks that MO P&A set up 
a great coalition for the Project.  ñThe 
partnership on this project is an awesome 
opportunity to collaborate on a project that 
will have real impact on peopleôs lives,ò 
Crome said.

A Guardianship Resource Guide is 
currently in development, and the IHD is 
working to connect self-advocates to the 
information they need.  Sheli Reynolds, 
who works in the IHD, says, ñthe Project 
will allow us to disseminate a good deal 
of resource material to people so that they 
understand the issues with guardianship.ò  
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Mr. Edward McNeil, a kind and soft-
spoken gentleman, was the unfortunate 
victim of a hit-and-run car accident that 
fractured his left clavicle, left forearm, and 
severely fractured his left leg.  

McNeil was unemployed and homeless 
at the time of the accident.  Following 
surgery to repair his leg, and treatment 
of his other injuries, he found the care he 
desperately needed at a skilled nursing 
facility, the Carrie Elligson Gietner Home.  
There, he began the therapy necessary for a 
proper recovery.  

Unfortunately, Edwardôs therapy was 
cut short due to his inability to pay.  As a
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MO P&A Wins Medicaid Battle
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