
Getting Out The Vote
Missouri Protection & Advocacy’s 

Voter Outreach

On November 4, 2008, citizens across 
the United States voted for a new president 
in record numbers.

Missouri Protection and Advocacy 
Services (MO P&A) worked hard, using 
several tactics in its effort to make sure 
that people with disabilities were well-
represented at the state’s polling places on 
election day.

MO P&A distributed more than 
100,000 Vote At Home brochures as part of 
its efforts.  

The Vote At Home brochure was 
published by MO P&A in an effort to make 
voting easy for people with disabilities.  
The brochure explains how to register 
to vote and sign up for the Permanently 
Disabled Absentee Voting List. The 
Permanently Disabled Absentee Voting List 
allows the voter to choose whether they 
would like to go to the polls or vote from 
home each election.

MO P&A’s advocates began 
distribution of the Vote At Home brochure 
by visiting as many election authorities 
as they could, traveling to the counties 
near their ofýces and talking directly with 
election workers.  

“We explained to each county 
clerkôs ofýce that we wanted to assist 
them with the Vote At Home effort, and 
provided brochures and stands they could 
use to display them for the disability 
community,” explained Sandy Barbour, one 
of MO P&A’s advocates responsible for 
distributing the brochures. 
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The Guardianship Project, which seeks 
to aid individuals with developmental 
disabilities in their pursuit of self-
determination, advanced beyond its 
planning stage as representatives from 
Missouri Protection and Advocacy 
Services (MO P&A), the UMKC Institute 
on Human Development (IHD), and 
Missouri People First met in Kansas 
City recently.  The organizations took 
responsibility for speciýc duties related to 
the running of the Project, and determined 
how to begin working towards the goals 
outlined in the Project’s plan.
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