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On November 4, 2008, 32-year-old Eric Williams was 
allowed to vote for the ýrst time.

“I want the issues I care about to count,” Williams said.
Williams gained his voting rights just three months 

before election day.  On July 25, 2008, he appeared in the 
Randolph County Circuit Court with Mo P&A Attorney 
Susan Bartlett.  That day, Probate Court Judge Cindy 
Suter ruled that Williams had the capacity to vote, and was 
competent to vote under the laws of the state of Missouri 
and federal law.  

“You should be proud of what you have done here 
today,” Judge Suter told Williams.

Eric Williams worked hard to take the necessary steps 
toward having his right to vote restored.  He attended 
“Partners in Policymaking” through MPCDD.  The 
Partners in Policymaking program promotes community 
leadership and is committed to providing information, 
training, resources, and skills to people with disabilities 
so that they may develop productive partnerships with 
policymakers.  He used the knowledge gained from the
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Voting Rights Restored

The Guardianship Project seeks to empower individuals 
with developmental disabilities and their families to make 
informed decisions about guardianship issues and to 
explore less-restrictive alternatives to guardianship.  The 
Project is sponsored by the Missouri Planning Council 
on Developmental Disabilities (MPCDD).  It involves 
collaboration between Missouri People First, The Institute 
for Human Development at UMKC (IHD), and Missouri 
Protection and Advocacy Services (Mo P&A).

The agencies involved have two priorities.  First, 
they will host a series of trainings which focus on less-
restrictive alternatives to guardianship.  Second, they will 
assist clients with developmental disabilities in challenging 
current guardianship arrangements that needlessly restrict 
their rights.

“The appointment of a guardian is a serious issue 
that affects a person with a developmental disability in 
all aspects of their life, as it limits their independence and 
rights,” says MPCDD’s Guardianship Project coordinator, 
Dolores Sparks.  “People with developmental disabilities, 
their families, and those who know and care about them 
must know the full range of options available before 
making a decision as critical as guardianship.”

Voice of the Guardianship Project

The Guardian newsletter provides important 
information regarding guardianship issues. 

If someone is considering guardianship, or if 
an individual encounters issues related to a current 
guardianship arrangement, The Guardian can be a valuable 
resource.  If further information or assistance is required, 
the newsletter provides links to the Guardianship Project’s 
programs, events, and trainings.
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